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SCASE is a collation of individuals throughout Scotland which works to raise 
awareness of the harm caused to women through prostitution and other forms 
of commercial sexual exploitation, including stripping, lap dancing, 
pornography, sex tourism, mail order brides, and trafficking for the purposes 
of prostitution. It campaigns for legislative change necessary to: reduce the 
harm caused through prostitution and other forms of sexual exploitation; 
remove current gender inequality in the law; challenge the behaviour of men 
who buy sexual services. 
 
SCASE takes the view that prostitution and other forms of sexual exploitation 
are part of a spectrum of men’s violence against women and children, which 
includes incest, rape, sexual harassment and domestic violence. There are 
clear links between issues such as childhood experience of abuse and 
neglect, domestic violence, poverty, homelessness, addiction, and women’s 
involvement in prostitution. 
 
We oppose efforts, which focus on the “choice” women involved in sexual 
exploitation, which label prostitution as ‘sex work’ or which legitimize 
prostitution.  These do not remove the harm caused but simply legitimize it. 
We do not view prostitution as a choice for women, irrespective of age, and 
believe that it is contradictory to condemn child prostitution whilst condoning 
or ignoring adult prostitution. Neither do we recognise the false distinctions 
between forced and so-called ‘free’ prostitution. All prostitution is exploitative 
of the person prostituted, regardless of the context, or of whether that person 
is said to have consented to the prostitution. Sexual exploitation eroticizes 
women’s inequality and is a vehicle for racism; Black women, minority ethnic 
women and indigenous women suffer disproportionately. 
 
Although women in prostitution are agreeing to sexual activity, this is 
unwanted sex.  In order to repeatedly endure this unwanted sex women have 
to dissociate, and many use alcohol or drugs to do so.  This is the case 
irrespective of whether the prostitution happens on the street, in a brothel, or 
in a fancy hotel. 
 
The vast majority of women in prostitution have suffered childhood neglect, 
violence and abuse.  Most are poor and many are homeless and drug 
addicted.  The vast majority of women come out of prostitution as poor as 
when they went in. 
 
Many women have to resort to prostitution out of desperation or 
insurmountable financial hardship – when she finds herself impoverished with 
children to care for but lacking viable job skill. It is not as the media commonly 
suggests – that these women are all supposedly involved because when 
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presented with a wide variety of attractive options, they’ve decided the sex 
industry has the most to offer.  These reduced economic options are exploited 
and the most vulnerable women - poor women, women of color, and women 
with few job skills are more likely to find themselves in situations in which 
commercial sexual exploitation are their only options. 
 
A woman might choose to become involved in prostitution because she can’t 
make that kind of money in any other field. A man, however, can.  Why should 
we be prepared to accept that women who are poor, vulnerable and homeless 
should be “made available” for sexual exploitation by men.   Most men 
however do not buy sex – studies have shown that between 10 and 15% of 
men in the UK have done so.  The vast majority of men in Scotland choose to 
not exploit others for sex and this amendment goes some way to validating 
their choice. 
 
SCASE questions why Scotland needs a “sex” industry where women’s 
bodies and sexuality are aggressively commodified and exploited.  This is a 
cultural phenomenon with the demand for a never-ceasing availability of 
women for men to use sexually.  We believe this amendment goes some way 
to highlight this fundamental problem in our culture where men’s sense of 
entitlement and privilege remains unchallenged. 
 
 
Scottish Coalition Against Sexual Exploitation 
16 March 2010 
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